






The Trust for Civil Society in Central & Eastern Europe (CEE Trust) was launched in January 2001 as an independent 
public charity organization with endowment support from a group of private grant-making foundations including Atlantic 
Philanthropies, Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, Ford Foundation, German Marshall Fund of the United States, Open 
Society Institute, and Rockefeller Brothers. The Trust was created as a mechanism for helping the transition from donor 
assisted to independent, active and viable organizations and networks, working for the public good. It will distribute 75 
million USD until the end of 2012 as financial support to initiatives and organizations. 

The mission of the CEE Trust is to support the long term sustainable development of civil society and non-governmental 
organizations in seven countries in Central and Eastern Europe: Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, 
Slovakia and Slovenia. 

The definition of civil society of the CEE Trust is based on a broader understanding, including registered non-profit 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), but also other formally and informally organized citizens, groups, coalitions, 
movements, representatives of the media and educational institutions, working for the advancement of the public good. 
The CEE Trust’s task is to encourage them to become more efficient and sustainable, to expand their constituencies and 
consider the future of their work in times when global, European, and local concerns define the environment.

strenghtening civil society.
supporting ideas that matter.
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